
'Leopard' J)&TTcin to

Powerful Secret Society Dispersed and
Forty of Its Members Sentenced

to Be Hanged
HEX .sir William BrandfordT Griffith, Chief .Justice of the I

y y Hold Coast, arrived In Lon-
don the other day he brought

his Government the best news It has
had from tho colony In many a year.
That news was the breaking up and dis-

persion of the Leopard Society, a secret
murder organization which for cen-

turies has terrorized Sierra Leone,
Great Britain's largest and richest pos-

sesion on the west coast of Africa,
'After years of patient secret service
work ion members of the dread society
wero brought to trial and Chief Jus- -

. tlce OrlHIth sentenced foity of them
to bo hanged, while the remainder were
deported.

Courageous Indeed Is Sir William to
take such drastic measures aixalnt such
a powerful secret society, and unless he
has succeeded In forever breaking Its
backbone Ms life will not be worth a
tuppence should he niraln return to
West Africa. For from the latter half
of tho fourteenth century until thef present day every white man who hns
set foot on the hostile shores of West
Africa has lived In hourly dread of one
or more of Its infamous secret societies,
whose practices Include cannibalismI and human sacrifice s. The natives too
fear these s"cjetlt . and how Sir Will-
iam was able to secine the Information
which leel to the rounding up t,f the
Leopards would make thrilling and

reading If he earnl to nar-
rate It.

The Leopards pot their nam" from
the fact that when they nlz'd thrlr
victims for sacrifice th' y rove-re- them-
selves with leopard skin-- . Imitating
the roar of a Wipaid, they would sprint?
upon their victim and plunge into each
side of his throat a three pronged fork
Then certain parts of hl bode, such
as a leg, a hand and the hart. wre

I taken for "Ju-ju- ," or fetlh purposes,
and the rest of his body was eaten

Sometimes. Instead of the three
pronged fork, there were lived In the
paws of the leopard skins Fhurp pointed
knives, the being made into a

,.,, T nl ", 1 1,10 " w;,s fitting on his counter, a loaded
' I'l'-'- l "'""l The knives nrej.M,,,,.,.,.

, , rarf.l,,ssiy n,.rft! hls ,pft
i,iiiw-- i iJte ,i lenparu s riaw, cured,sharp pointed and with cutting edges

underneath The mutt!atd letim
looks as though he had really been
clawed to death by a leopard, and more
than one murder committed by a human
leopard has been credited to ihe beast
leopard

While most of the victims were killed
to pro ,de hum-i- llesh for the secret
rites eif the society, nny member of the
society who wihed to rid himself of nn
enemy lav t ambus!, for him a, I r
In upon htm, clawed him to death and
then retired to the bush, where lie
feasted upon the d.ad tody! Then he
would go to the. dead man's town and
walk off w"h his women ami children'
and other possesions, and no one would
dare, mok-s- t him for fear of being like,
wise clawed to death and eaten!

One of the many peculiar customs of
the Le. pards was that the lateft

must provide the body of n lelathe'
for the entertainment of the other mem-
bers. A member of nn" eif these

thinks nothing of sacrificing a
uon or a dnugliter. hence sacrificial can-
nibalism Is alwavs breaking out, and tin
Kuropean Governments have not yet
succeeded In stamping out all of these
human murder societies. In tin- neigh-
borhood of some- of the big coast tenvns
they nro being furred further Into the
Interior With the doing away or the'
Leopards Sli rra Leone for the first,
tlmo In hundreds of years Is free from .

tho terror which menaced It.
When I wis returning from the West i

African Jungles tlieie dime aboard the
steamer a white missionary woman, wh
had In charge three dainty little s.u.ige
girls who had been rescue d just in tlme
from a hut wheie they awaited a cer-
tain day when the moon would bo full
and when they would be marked with
white pigments and offered as sacrifices
Bt one eif the feasts of tho Lfopards.

Another lime I was at a mission when
a natlvn crawled to the. station for medl
cal itreattnent. He was In a dreadful
etiite. He had wounds ail over his
body, which were supposi il to have been
Inflicted by tho claws of a leopard, bill
In reality ho was n victim of human
leopards. Ho said that lot was making
plantation and whllo bending over cut-
ting tho rank undergrowth away he was
suddenly pounced upon from behind and
a number of hharp instruments weto
driven Into tho back of his neck, A-
lthough the wounds wero deep and he
loHt much blood, he managed to crawl
through the bush iHo miles to the mis-ido- n

station; but u raiment. ,n, him no
food, for ho died ono hour after his.
arrival at tho mission,

On nnother iccason two little grls
nd a boy went to a ilver beach some

miles from their lown to till calabashes
with drinking water, it was l.ro.oi iinv.
llRtlt when they hinrted toward their
homo with the mini calabashes bal
anced on their heads, uiih pieces ofpalm leaf on t lio top of tho water toprevent it from splashing as ihey wentup and down bills. Thnv
People un tha way, but when, thov a.

the JCu5ic of th Tom --Tom

rived at their home town the little glrls
were startled by their mother asking
when- - their little brother was

The little girls couldn't tell whore he
had disappeared and after a search of
some days the llttlo boy's body was
found stretched out on the beach. It
was slit all over longitudinally with
long cuts on the face, head, legs and
arms. Tho murder had to go un-
avenged because of the universal dread
In which the Leopards ute. held.

A white trader also told me how he
narrowly escaped being murdered and
eaten.

For some reason or other, the natives
had a grudge agulnst him and no one
came to buy or sell at his store; he
couldn't even get food and he was In
danger of starving.

lie was smoking on his veranda one
night wondering how he was going to
get out of (he palaver which hp know i

threatened him with death, when on
the night's still nlr there whs borne to
his ears a native chant which wa--s pe- - ,

cullar In that It was of fow words
which were repeated over and over
again. Tho chant finally got on his
nerves and ho was in the act of send-
ing a servant to drive away the singer,
who was Invisible in the surrounding
bush, when suddenly ho caught the
name the natives had given him
mingled with other words. Listening '

he laboriously followed the
chant and this Is what he heard:

"They are going to uttaek your fac- -
tory at sundown they are !

going to nttack your factory at sun- -
down

It was a friend, a native, warning him '

out of the darkne.-s- , and to let that
friend know he had heard ho struck
a match and on the night's breeze he
also smt forth a chant, but It was
simple and of one word and that won!
wa s :

"Awaka, awaka, awaka" (thank you,
thank you, thank you).

There was a rustling In tho nearby
bush, then silence.

The white man heeded the warning
and when the Leopards came to his
factory nt sundown the next night

arm, while his light hand toyed with
the trigger eif a Ai calibie Colt.

lie courageously demanded why th
Leopards wished to murder him, nnd
the pards. dumfounded at his
knowledge of their plans, demanded If !

tho white man's "magic" had enabled
him to tead tho hearts of the black
man. The trader Immediately caught
the Idea that his safety lay In his
atfei-tlii- knowledge of the thoughts and
i'0,!""! "JIngly unbliishingly declared In the
picturesque Kngllsh of the coast:

PLAN RAIL AND

P

SNiua

rui

I
I

AUSTRALIA 4
I

I
I

AUCKIAM

0

HOM London to Winnipeg, aF istnrie-- of more than 3,400
tulles, In flvo days Is the ob-

ject of a fast crown subsidized
rail nnd utounishlp system which la
planned to operuto betwe-c- tho lirltlsh
Kipital and Sydney, Austrnlla, reducing
thu running tlmo between thoso centres
to twenty-on- e days. Twenty-si- x knot
steamships of the Knapp type, having
flncr lines and bmulltr displacement

?? 77 m? LbV Da.y in A.
'A W V.. PcftJL Lik.e. 'One Our- - Own

l'rr Stmantan

"Ju-- Jl for white man make him see
nil t'lnga what live for heart and head
of black man, and Ju-j- u for whlto man
nnve-- r allow him to become chop f .r
black man's mouth."

And tin- - white man dwelt there In
safety ever for thu savag s
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than thu Mnuretania, will run from
lilacksod, now harbor on the north-
west roust of , to Cape St.
Charles, Labrador, In threo days.
Thenco to Winnipeg mails and pacseu-Ker- s

will bo raced over an air lino
rnllwuy In another thirty-si- x hours.
From the Manitoba to the
ruclllc Coast ono of threo routes is
to be determined upon by the promot-
ers of tho "Impel ial All Iteil Itoulo,"
us the late-.s- t highway to tho
Is known.

Tho lowering of the time of passage
between London and New York, as
well as Toronto, I'ittsburg, Detroit, Chi-
cago and other American and Canadian
cities, is nn Important consideration in
tho working out of tho new project,
according to Hurry Chiiptn I'lummer,
who, In an article in tho .luno lssuu of
the .VeilejHfW U';frrim;x Mnumlm-- , pub-
lished III this city by the National div-
ers nnd Harbors Congress, stntes that
by the niacksod-Cap- o St, Charles rnuto
and Cluebec one day may bu gained
over the existing schedulo maintained
by the and Ltisitnnia be-
tween Liverpool nnd New York, Ho
observes:

"Although ceincelved as new me-
dium of between tho
capital of Ilrltuln and far uwny New
Zealand and, Australia, ,0110 'All Itcd
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DREADED LEOPARD SOCIETY
OF SIERRA LEONE BROKEN UP

i feared his "magic" more th:in they did
, his steel bullets.

There tit superstition among tho
African savages that any man who
kills leopard will ho cursed with nn
evil disease whlrh cm only hp. cured hy

process of three
weeks duration tinder tho direction of
a leopard society known us tho t.'kuku.
Mence tho natives allow leopards the
beasts, I mean to commit the greatest

In mid about their towns
and they arp only aroused to

when n human being becomes the
victim of tho tlarlng bonst. To catch
the leopard a small Bo.it Is put In a
.simple trap Into which the leopard can

' i . . . .. . . . i . i .. i . . . . .. . . j i.niu-i- i uui u iiiii wiuvii lie wmi-dra- w

Hp Is then with
arrows and Javelins.

Leopards urn the most
animals in all Africa and they nro

feared. When hungry they
will advance to the very camp tire, from
the side of which they will steal child

on

and make off with It to the bush
Other wild animals can bo kept away
by tire, but not so the leopard. Henco
the great fur In which he Is held, and
hence the taking of hl.s namo by the

wlinso has Just
been

ltoute enters actively Into
as highway for distances that,

while but a fraction of thu
grand .total of mileage Is in Itself of
great cMent, From London to Win-
nipeg in live days is as
an object as tho

of a twenty-on- e day sched-
ule between London unci Sydney.

"This great highway through Kng-lau-

Scotland and Ireland across tho
Atlantic to Labrador, across Hrltish
North America, over tho most north-
erly parallels uf latitude yet followi-- hy
trunk lino railways, und dlvprsely
across the Pacific to distant
I long Kong and Shanghai utid to yet
more (IlKlaut Auckland and Sydney, Is
planned to serve tho purposes of war
as well us tho of pence. It
will bo backe-- by tho might and the
combined resources of the I'nlted King-
dom, Cunada, New 'Zealand and

Sir Thomas II. C. of Lon-
don and a of leading financiers
of Kngland hnvo let contracts for tho

of work
upon tho line of railway which Is to
connect Hlucksod with the northern
cross. country routes of tho Irish Hall-
way system at Larne, on
tho North Channel, near Helfast, whero
car ferry will be effected, with
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For Centuries It Practised Murder and
Cannibalism on West Coast of

Africa and Was a Source of Ter-
ror to White Men and Black
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Another native superstition In reward
to n leopard Is the power of a human
being to ho Into one.
Such u person Is called I'vengwu, and
he goes prowling about tho homes anil
camps of his enemies to learn their I

secrets so that his 'trlho can effectively
attack them and make them prisoners.
They nro then murdered and offered
tit hm sacrifices and tho cannibalistic
nrw continues until the cannibals are
surfeited with human flesh, the surplus
of which Is thrown to tho vultures.

In some villages when a leopard Is
killed his body Is treated with treat

respect and brought Into the killer's i

village. Message are then sent to j

neighboring villages and when every - i

body is assembled In the killer's village
the gall bladder Is caiefully lemoved
from the leopard and burned In a great
lire and every savage present vigorously
rubs his hands up and down his arms
to disavow any guilt In the affair.

The gall Is burned becauso it Is
believed to be deadly poison and if it
is found In any man's possession un-

less he is a great chief the punish-
ment Is quick death. If a great chief
commits a crime which merits death '

It Is not considered right that he shall j

die In a common way, but he Is given
u leopard's gall.

Th "Ju-ju- " parts of the leopard arej
the whiskers, and It Is Impossible to get j

a leopard's skin from the na'lve with
them on. ("lay. reckless young hunters
wear th" whiskers tuck In their hair
nnd swagger about 'creating a tremen-
dous Impression on their dusky sweet
hearts, while the elders shake their
heads and keep a keen eye on the stit..
sequeni conuuci or tne young iiucks. i

The skin of an African leopard Is the
most beautiful of all leopard skins. Tho j

coloring Is rich and distinct and clear.
The tanning of leopard skins by the
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Stranraer, on tho Scottish coast, near
Dumfries. Tho All-He- d Steamship Coin-pan-

originally planned to operato be-

tween Hlackfnd and Halifax, was Incor-
porated under Federal charter by tho
Canadiun Parliament In 1 107, und this
corporation will operate the steamship
service between tho Irish port and Capo
St. Churles, whenco the air lino railway
Is soon to be constructed, under heavy
Dominion subsidy, to Winnipeg,

Inestimable social and economic bene-
fits to bo derived by each of tho terri-
tories which will bo traver-se-d by tho
"All Ited Houto" are predicted by the
writer, who states:

"Australia und Now Zealand, by tho
saving of almost a week In tho Journey
to and from London, will derive manifest
commercial advantages. Cunada, In the
words of Vlre-Admlr- nl Sir Charles
i;nmpneii or 1110 lintisn uoyal Nuvy,
must become 'tho central province of
the empire and tho carrier of all tho
traffic between the Australian colonies
nnd tho mother country.'

howevor, Ireland must come to
enjoy yet greater advantages. Kor tho
muklng of tho erstwhile lonely and iso-
lated lilacksod liny, on tho Mayo county
coast, tho Atlantic terminus of the rail-
way line from London, must bring about
the concentration at that point of tho
multitude of Interests sure to follow th

native Is a peculiar process. When tho
hide Is stripped from tho cat It Is
thrown In tho sun, where It attracts
the driver ants. They eat from It every
particle of fatty matter. Then tho na-

tive sleeps nn the skin for months un-

til his warm body softens the hide and
Its curing process is complete.

Several leopard for many
years' held tonga dnncps, nt which thp
medicine men pointed out their enemies
and delivered them up for human s,

but the British Government ef-

fectually abolished such Inhuman prac-
tices, even though It hail heretofore

STEAMSHIP ROUTE BETWEEN LONDON SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
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been unable to disband the societies
themselves,

I. ir is the name given to
th" religion of the natives of the west

las' of Afrlea. where they have not
1 n Influenced by either Christianity

r Mohammedanism. The savages
firmly believe th.i' neither sickness nor
dca'n Is natural, but that each Is the
result of some evil, hence to guard
against evils of all sorts charms are
worn and venerated and great faith Is
placed In their power to protect and
guard. The charm are made hv witch
doctors or sorcerers and are sold to
the tint lies n eclmnsre for rubber,
Ivory, julin kernels nr other native
products.

powerful are the witch doctors
that people live In abject fear of them,
and their hold over the savages Is al
most beyond belief. They aie said to
be able to fnlng down rain or create a
drought, to gho plenty of crops or to
create a famine. If a woman desires a
male or a female child they can bring
about the birth of the sex desired; if :i

man uies me witch doctors can seek
out and deliver up the murderer to the
family of the murdered our. If a woman
wishes a man to look tenderly upon her
witch doi tors have a charm to btlng

sudden diversion thither of a traffic uni-
versal In Us scope and glgantlo in vol-
ume. Grain eleuttors, coal and oil stor-
age, warehouses and all the equipment
of a great haibor terminus, whereto 11

lgonms nnd spreading population Is
sure lo be attracted, will place lilacksod
wed In the race for maritime supremacy
among the port cities of the British Isles,
The consequent effect upon the Indus-tri- al

position of the north Irish coun-
try, of which lilacksod will be tho log-
ical gateway, I.s obvious."

Tho establishment of a first sen-po- rt

so far north on the Atlantic coast
of Ireland as Ulaoksod would not only
afford greater security to the I'nltedKingdom as a nation, but would better
Insure the entry into the countrv understress of war of provisions, for which
the lirltlsh Isles are quite dependent
upon the outside world, In this respect

Campbell Is quoted ns s:

"In tho undesirable but not Impossi-
ble eent of war between Great Hrltain
and two or more Kuropean Powers thoposition of lilacksod Hay would force
the rnomy's cruisers, should they pt

to prey upon the vessels using It,
to run the gantlet of tho Kngllsh
Channel and near Atlantic and operato
on a prohibitive and almost Impossthlo
radius, with absolutely no recuperative
base,

"Any national expenditure necessary
to Insure tho success of the 'Imperial
All I ed Uouti!' would bo repaid a hun-
dredfold by tho saving effected In
cruiser protection and tho feeling of se-
curity which would result from tho cer-
tainty of the continuation of tho Cana-
dian wheat supply by tho shortest nn.
slble route, even In thu moat serious
conuitiou or a two Power war.

"Although n well known fnct It hn
nuver been brought home to tho Inhabl-tnnt- s

of our Islands how nbsolutely de-
pendent wo nro on Importation for our
food Mipply, nnd It Is hardly realized
that, situated as wo tire, with a decreas-
ing proportionate command of tho sea,
a week with supplies cut off would
bndly pinch even tho wenlthy portion of
tho community and a month would cer-
tainly bring about atarvatlon, followed
by anarchy 1."

about tho man'fl mrrrendcr ti nu
woman; In short, everything Is p. ,s ,

to the witch doctors, and they nrr
greatest foo In all Africa y t i i,Chrlstlanlzatton and civilization o-- - t

I savages.
i If enlightenment comes to the n.
' groes the tiway of the witch do tor li
gone, hence ho fights with all tiia cU
powers nt his command to re' ti sv
supremacy. Ho Is an expert wi"i
cret poisons and ho uses them .

The voudou man of the South li
the old African witch doctor, for It

the west coast of Atrlca that l:ng.
land btackblrded tho nlavea which enmt
over here In tho early days. A few .

those slaves, returned to Africa and set-
tled In Liberia and at Freetown In
Slerro Leone, but the majority of ue
groes remained on our shores and tlv.r
descendants have multiplied great Iv
Henco many of the superstitions of
own Southern negroes are but practice!
brought from savage Africa.

It Is recorded that Hannibal, the Car.
thaglnlan, was once scared away from
a portion of the west African by
the beating of drums, strange cries and
forest fires. Then for centuries tin
coast disappeared from tho horizon
history, only to appear In th" llfteemii
century, when Dc Clntra, the I'ortu.
gueso, came, for slaves. Tho roaring of
tho wind over the. mountain causul loin
to name the place Slcrre Leone, win--

means Lion Mountain.
In ITS" Sierra Leone was ceded

Great Urltnln by native chiefs, to hi
used as an asylum for the many dcjii.
tute negroes then In Kngland. uad greit
numbers of liberated Africans fr .in
North America and the Wist Indie
besides those rescued from slaver on
the coast, have from time to time ben
settled there.

The extreme length of the colony
about 18.1 miles, with nn estimated area
of 4,000 square miles and a population
of over 80,000. The population is made
up of a great variety of tribes, who
have now so Intermingled ha: fiev
form almost a distinct race. Then are
sixty different dialects spoken In the
colony, but for general intercourse the
have recourse to pidgin Kngllsh.

The capital of the colony Is Kreetonn
and Its harbor Is the most magiillkeiit
on the entire West Afrlcnn coast. A

battery of guns protects It and It is a
seconel-clus- s Imperial coaling station fm
ships on the Capo route to India, a?
well as for West Coast steamers. Free-
town Is also the gateway of the British
possessions on the West Coast and a
recruiting station for West Indian rest-ment-

It is the largest city on the en-

tire West Coast, the number of Its
Inhabitants being greater than

that of all the other seaports combined.
While, the climate is very humid and

enervating and unfavorable to wliHe
men. yet white men are building rail-
ways everywhere over which can he
hauled the products In which the coun-
try Is rich. These products are princi-
pally rubber, palm oil, palm kernel.-"-,

ground nuts, gold. Ivory and timber.
There are a number of missionary

and government schools In the colonv
hut In the colony's hinterland are the
aboriginal tribes, each one speaking its
own language, preserving Its own cus-
toms nnd living under a more or les
well defined feudal system. They are
still untutored savages, clothed In . ,n
cloths, carrying out their ancestral pur-
suits of agriculture and war, and it Is

among these tribes where the ilrea !d
Leopards and other murderous sociotle.-thrive-

and still do thrive.
For the safety of both wnlte and

black men let us hope that Sir William
llrandford Gritllth has at least done
away with one of their number, the
murderous Leopards.

' "CABARETIKG" NEW FORM OF
AMUSEMENT.

YOltK has found a new formNKW entertainment, nnd to th"
young folks who are compelled

to remain in town during the summer
months It will no doubt be made .'.
come. It Is railed "eabaiotmg." Hid
you ever do It? No? Well then joe
are out of fashion. In main- of ths
New York restaurants It is no 10

common thing to see groups of join.
persons, properly chaperoned, sltt n t

tables sipping rcfi cshmonts and en-

joying the rn buret perf irtuanc- 1'
one of the many little known sidelight
of New York hotel and restaurant life

This high class form of slumtii --

has gained a strong hold, much to 1'
proprietors' delight, upon thoe N
Yorkers who love to sit for a few
under the glitter of the electric bulls

The many places whero turkc tt '
ting Is allowed Is nn added lure for
these parties. It is In these pl.o e
that the visitors, when tired of the
cabaret show, can turn their attend '

to the trot and dance to their hearts'
delight, Hrondwny nnd nil Its allur nc;

cafes Is not the only part of the ih
where "cabaret parties" visit Main-place-

In The Hronx and Brooklyn en
Joy their patronage.

To the forolgtipr visiting thp city fer
the first tlmo this newpst sliimmlne
stunt Is onp of the many thlncs which
cause him to remember New York. T-

rlto nn Instance of how strongly it Im-

pressed an Kngllsh visitor; A f'
nights ago ho was a guest at n dlnnei
party at the home of a friend on tli"
upper West Sldo. During tho conversa-
tion tho talk turned to New York
restnurants nnd hotels and how tley
eompurod with thoso on the Continent.
Tho young lady of tho family, who

returned from an extended t ur
of Kurope, told how much more sIk
enjoyed thoso of New York.

After dinner the party, not wishing '
remain at homo nor to sit through
performance at one of the. theatre",
was undecided as to what to do. The
youwr lady thought of the "cabnretlng"
Idea and decided to suggest It ns a pleas,
ant way to spend th evening. The
start was mode at a well known restau-
rant at Fifty-nint- h street, nnd during
tho evening: the party visited
restaurants, and all, Including the Lon-
doner, voted It one of tho most en
enjoyablo of evenings.

Doea It Hold Water f
A country barber cut a customer''

cheek four times whllo shaving him
"Oh, dear roe! How careless'" ex

claimed the razor wlolder after the In
Miction of each wound.

When the shave was over the cus-

tomer took a glass of water, nnd nt
every mouthful shook his head from
aide to side,

'AnythlflB the matter?" tho Wirn'r
asked.

"No," was the reply. "I only waned
to see If my mouth would still hn,'t
water without leaking."


